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The White Line EP

In @ music scene dominated by pop.
faux-punk and emo, The Thicves dare to
play something a little different: rock ‘n’
roll. The four songs on The White Line EP
are bursting with power chords, pounding
drums and more than a fair share of that
rock "0’ roll relie, the guirar solo.

The Thieves originated in Oxford,
England, best known for its university but
also for a music scene that has spawned the
likes of Radiohead, Supergrass and United
Kingdom cult favorite The Egg. After making
it big in Oxford, The Thieves packed their
bags and moved to Los Angeles.

Their sound isn’t the only throwback
1o old-school rock. Aside from their shaggy
blond '70s hairstyles, the lyrics also extol the
virtues of rock 'n’ roll lifestyle centered on
drugs and sex. Take for example “Tales from
the White Line,” in which singer/guitarist
Hal Stokes repeatedly boasts with Nirvana-
esque vocals about none other than his own
“tales from the white line."

But The Thieves dont make the mistake
of coming off like a tribute band dedicited
to a group from the '70s. The songs are a
strange mix of guitar-driven rock, grungy
punk and melodic Brit-pop carchincss. This
is a combination that could produce awful

COURTESY OF LIGUCE AND POKER MUSIC

results bur instead is quite listenable. The
songs are retro, but they aren't so retro that
they're outdated.

Ie’s hard 1o predice from the four-song
EP what the future holds for the band and
whether The Thieves will leave a lasting
impression on the music scene. But in the
meantime, The White Line EP gives us four
songs to rock out to and a music video for
“Tales from the White Line.”

Bottom line: It might not be incredibly
innovative. It might not be an intellectually
stimulating work of genius. Bur it sure is
fun. So crank up the volume, and pretend
that nobody ever tried to rell you thar rock
is dead.

— LESLIE RUTH
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